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Mikeitz 
Candle Lighting: 

5:12 

Step Up For Students 
Step Up for Students has opened the window for renewal 
families. This is known as a soft launch where only a few 
thousand will be able to apply now. 
 Please start your applications right away as there have been 
several families that were wait listed this past year and have 
still not been awarded a scholarship. 
If you need any sort of assistance with this process, please 

Schedule reminder 

Friday, December 7—Monday December 10 

Chanukah Vacation—No School 

Tuesday, December 11—School Resumes at 9:00 

Late Start Due to Concert 
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D’VAR TORAH and INSPIRATION 

By: Rabbi Yisroel Moshe Janowski, Menahel 

On the Yom Tov of Chanuka we celebrate the 
victory of the Chashmona’im over the 

Yevanim. 

Chazal tell us that Galus 
Yavan was predestined from 

the time of creation. 

The Medrash interprets the 
Pasuk in the very beginning 

of the Torah, “V’choshech 

al p’nei sehom—and there 

was darkness all over the 
abyss,” as follows: 

V’choshech, darkness, refers to the  

domination of Greece. 

The question is why is this an accurate  

description of Yavan?  Of course we know 

that Torah is light, But why is the knowledge, 

science, poetry, sports and literature of the 

Greeks called darkness?  Have not these  
disciplines enhanced our life, have they not 

added culture, enlightenment, ease of life and 

many other benefits to our daily lives? What 

about Greek culture is so devastating that 
Chazal call it Choshech—darkness? 

The answer lies in how we focus our lives.  

Do we use beauty to enhance our spiritual  
being, or do we worship beauty as an end to 

itself? The Pasuk says ”Yaft Elokim l’Yafes, 

v’yishkon b’ahalei Shem,” that the beauty of 

Yefes (ancestor of Yavan) should rest in the 
tents of Shem. 

Beauty and science are all part of the world 

that Hashem created.  We must use them to 
enhance our spiritual lives.  The Beis  

HaMikdash was magnificently beautiful say 

whoever did not see the Beis HaMikdash has 

never seen a truly beautiful building.  Our 
Imahos were beautiful, but they used their 

beauty in a refined and Tznius way. Chazal 

tell us when Yosef was confronted by the 

wife of Potifar, he responded by saying, 
"Hashem might choose me for a sacrifice as 

he did Yitzchak, and I will be found to be  

unworthy.  Hashem might want to 

communicate with me through Nevuah 

(prophecy) and I will not be ready." Yosef 
was always striving for perfection. He was 

always trying to improve himself. He used all 

his physical attributes to grow his whole  

being. He constantly strived to become closer 
to Hashem, which is the purpose of creation. 

The Greeks, in contrast, found their spirit in 

the worship of the body. We find a fascinating 
phenomena among high profile people in the 

secular world. Whether movie stars,  

politicians or sports figures they are not  

necessarily nice people. We find a  
preponderance of drug and alcohol abuse and 

scandals that they are involved in. All the 

money, honor and adulation in the world does 

not make them into nice, kind and moral  
people. In fact many suffer from depression. 

The reason is because they understand that all 

the money and honor is not about them.  

People adore the fictional character they  

represent. People only care about their  
physical abilities. No one cares about them. 

As soon as they lose these G-d given abilities 

they go off into oblivion. No one cares about 

them anymore. No one really cared about 
them all along. People just loved the  

entertainment that they provided. For that  

person it is truly dark. Darkness totally  

encompasses them as they live lives of total 
darkness.  

Chanukah is the Yom Tov of light, when we 

need to refocus ourselves to those things that 
are truly important. We need to build  

relationships with the people who we care for, 

to appreciate who they really are and  

communicate better with loved ones so we 
come closer to Hashem. 

The Pasuk says, “Ki neir Mitzvah v’Torah 

ohr.” 

Let us allow the light of Torah and Mitzvos to 

illuminate every aspect of our lives and guide 

us to welcome Mashiach and the rebuilding of 
the Beis HaMikdash א“בב . 

 א ליכטעגין חנוכה!!!
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First Grade Finds Truth 

The hunt’s afoot! Mrs. Zweig’s First 

Graders were reading detectives this 
week! The detectives were searching 
for clues in books to unravel the great 
fiction and nonfiction mystery. Students 
learned that some books are fiction, and 

some books are nonfiction. The hunt began in 
our classroom library. Then the detectives used 
their magnifying glasses to find clues in the 
books that would indicate if the book was fic-
tion or nonfiction, and took notes in their case 

file page! Students located glossaries, photo-
graphs, and diagrams in the nonfiction books, 
and discovered characters, illustrations, and a plot in the fiction books! The case was 
solved thanks to our hard working detectives, who are now equipped to discover the 

truth among the fiction. 

Girls’ Division Berachos Program 

The students in our Girls’ 

Division worked really hard 
for several weeks, mastering 
the Halachos and definitions 
of the Berachos we say on 
food, as 

well as 
studying 
which is 
the cor-
rect 

Beracha 
for many 
different 
types of 
food.  

The girls 
performed incredibly well on their Berachos tests, as well as at the Berachos Bee!  
Even those girls who did not participate in the Bee enjoyed the chance to earn prizes 
during the Bee by answering questions posed to the crowd.  All in all, a great time was 
had by all.  With all the challenging parts behind them, the girls now look forward to 

their forthcoming Berachos Trip. 
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Asiri Club Kiddush 

The Talmidim of Rabbi Volk’s Fifth 

Grade are really on a roll, as they cele-
brated an Asiri Club Kiddush for the sec-
ond consecutive week this Tuesday!  Having completed the Fifth Perek of Mishnayos 
Berachos last week, the class honored those boys who learned each Mishnah in that 
Perek a minimum of ten times.  As usual, a commanding majority of the class partici-

pated in this voluntary program, representing five hundred Mishnayos learned just for 
this Perek!  Yasher Koach to Shiloh Adivi, Shmili Slotsky, Chaim Victor, Yosef 

Matz, Yosef Kalos, Yitzy Sharbani, Aviod Zmiri, Uri Wechsler, Uriel Hen, and 
Dovid Goldner for the dedication to learning they showed through the Asiri Program. 

Full Steam Ahead in Fourth Grade 

Last Thursday the Fourth Grade boys kicked off their first unit in 
science with STEAM kids science interactive show. They had an 
amazing time learning all about matter and electricity at an interac-

tive show. We would like to thank our wonderful sponsor who 
made this event possible! 

Fifth Grade Spreads Chanuka Spirit 

The Fifth Grade girls made 
a tremendous Kiddush Ha-

shem this week. They went 
the Vi Nursing Home in 
Aventura to bring Chanuka 
cheer to 
the resi-

dents. 
The girls 
gave out 
beautiful 
Chanuka 

cards that they prepared and made a beautiful presentation of Chanuka songs complete 
with choreography. The residents were so happy and even sang along. Then the girls 
taught the ladies how to play dreidel and engaged them in some exciting Chanuka fun. 
It was a beautiful Mitzvah and Kiddush Hashem. 
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First Grade Siddur Party 

Mazal Tov, Mazal Tov!  The First 

Grade Girls received their Siddurim 
last Wednesday!  The special event 
began with a beautiful speech by 
Rabbi Janowski explaining how our 
Siddur is really a key!  The girls were 

beaming as Rabbi Janowski presented 
each girl with her first Siddur.  
The excitement continued as, 
with the help of our mothers, 
we davened from our Siddurim 

for the very first time.   After 
davening, the girls came up 
and sang "I Believe."  This 
song encompasses all 13 Ani 

Maamin's which the girls have 
spent much time learn-
ing about over the last 
few months!  The girls 
then decorated pointers 
to help us follow along 
while we daven.  We 
wrapped up this special 
event with delicious re-
freshments.  Thank you 

so much to all our 
mothers for coming and 
making this Siddur Par-
ty so special!  A special 
thank you to Rabbi Jan-

owski, Mrs. 
Levine, 
Mrs. To-
kayer and 
Mrs. Yehu-

dit Zweig 
for the numerous behind the scenes preparations....their caring touch and hard work made 
this a very memorable event!  Much Nachas! 
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Dedicated by the Sostchin Family 

 לעילוי נשמת יוסף בן אהרן הכהן



Rav Binyomin Zilber, 
By Menachem Ross 

Summer Learning Prizes 
Scores of students earned hun-
dreds of prizes...It’s no wonder 
that we are still distributing 
prizes! Great job by all of the 
participants! 
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Nursery Goes Back In Time 

In learning all about Chanu-
kah, the children of Nursery 

A went back in time to when 
the Yavanim ruled over Er-

etz Yisrael.   The boys and girls found it ra-
ther difficult to contend with the various de-
crees that were issued by the government, 

but they understood that 
the only life worth living 
is one that is consistent 
with the Ratzon Hashem.  
Baruch Hashem, we don’t 

have to deal with such 
challenges in our days!  
Ah Freilichen Chanukah! 

While doing a Chanukah project, 
Moshe Elmaleh very thoughtfully 

made sure that the other boys had seats so they could sit 
and work comfortably. 
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Amy Zuckerman 

All subjects, all grades, and 



Need a tutor? 
 

 

Flexible, relatable, affordable: 
 

 

Call/Text  

Amy Zuckerman  
 

(201)-725-5666 
 

 

All subjects, all grades, and 

all my attention. 








